FSB.15'2006 15:08 518 449 0047 HOFFMAN WARNICK D ALE55ANRO LLC #6904 P. 001/002 



Hoffman, Warnick & D'Alessandro LLC 



HWD 



Intellectual Property Law 75 State Street - 1 4* Floor 

www.hwdpatents.com Albany, NY 1 2207 

Phone: (51 8) 449-0044 
Fax: (5 18) 449-0047 



FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

for: nnouUA TadioK 

COMPANY: oVf*V O 

FROM: \i\AJ>AXJW £ . LO&bb 

DATE: 3 • /S* oL00U> 

NUMBER OF PACES: (including cover page) 

DESTINATION FACSIMILE NUMBER: &7t-A7?i- (a7SS 
RE: 0<\/lt%, ?UI 



If you do not receive any of the pages, please call (518) 449-0044. 

NOTE; The information contained in or attached to this facsimile is attorney's PRIVILEGED AND 
CONFIDENTIAL information intended only for the person or entity named above. If you are qqJ the 
intended recipient or someone responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, please be aware 
that any copying or dissemination of this communication is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you receive 
this communication in error, please notify us at the telephone number listed above. 



PAGE 1/2 * RCVD AT 2115/2006 3:02:31 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/27 ■ DNIS:2736755 * CSID:518 449 0047 • DURATION (mm-ss):0048 



FSB.15'2006 15:08 518 449 0047 



HOFFMAN WARNICK D ALESSANRO LLC #6904 ?. 002/002 



PREFERENCE LEVEL 

A preference level is, inter alia, a level to which one discount threshold is preferred over 
another. As such, it is a level of comparison and / or analysis between group units that do 
not necessarily include the same item(s) or measure volume in the same way. Page 17, 
lines 14-16; see also page 21 , lines 2-8. For example, the ranks in FIG. 12 of 10 at 5000 
lb, 20 at 10,000 lb, and 30 at 50,000 lb for group unit 124J-L and ranks of 5 at 15 items, 
10 at 30 items, and 15 at 100 items indicate that the levels are preferred as follows: 

Level 
15 items 

30 items; 5000 lb 
100 items 
10,0001b 
50,000 lb 

In this example, the discount threshold at 100 items would have a preference level greater 
that that of 5000 lb but less than, that of 10,000 lb and 50,000 lb. To this extent, the 
preference level indicates how one discount threshold is graded relative to another. Page 
20, col. 22 through page 21, col. 2. 



Rank 
5 

10 
15 
20 
30. 
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